
For the month of June, 
BMMRO conducted a  
visual and acoustic survey 
throughout the Great  
Bahama Canyon (NE and 
NW Providence Channels 
and Tongue of the Ocean) 
to assess the behavioural 
ecology of deep-diving 
odontocetes, or toothed 
whales. This marks the 
start of a new study which 
is supported by a contract 
awarded to BMMRO from 
the US Department of  
Defenceôs Strategic  
Environmental Research 
and Development Program (contract no. W912HQ-11-C-0038.) 

The purpose of the study is to improve our understanding of the baseline ecology of six species 
of cetaceans that inhabit the deep-oceanic waters of The Bahamas. The focal species are Blain-
villeôs beaked whales, Cuvierôs beaked whales, Gervaisô beaked whales, sperm whales, short-
finned pilot whales and melon-headed whales. We are integrating existing BMMRO data with 
new data collected during ship surveys using a variety of methods. These include: individual pho-
to-identification, molecular genetics, chemical markers (fatty acids, persistent organic pollutants, 
and stable isotopes), satellite telemetry and acoustic recordings.  

This inter-disciplinary approach will allow us to  
characterise the social structure, residency patterns, 
reproductive biology, diet, foraging ecology, habitat 
use and population structuring of key cetacean spe-

cies. Information derived from this study is vital to learning how marine 
mammals respond to sounds in their environment, such as Navy sonars 
used during operational training, some of which take place in The Bahamas.  

During June, BMMROôs team of eight scientists surveyed over 2,700 km of 
the canyon waters, resulting in 66 cetacean sightings, including sightings of 

all six of our target species. Acoustic detec-
tions and recordings were made for all tar-
get species using our 200m towed hydro-
phone providing information on behaviour 
(e.g. feeding) as well as size of animals 
making sounds. When sea conditions al-
lowed, we launched our inflatable boat for 
close approaches to obtain photographs, 
biopsy samples and deploy satellite tags. 
More than 8900 photographs were taken 
and 29 tissue samples were collected, in-
cluding from all target species and from potential prey species. Nine satellite 
LIMPET tags were deployed on five of the six target species, providing infor-

mation on movement patterns and habitat use (see story on page 2).  
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Our survey vessel ñSlumber Ventureò with melon-headed whales off Nassau. 

The ñacoustics teamò, Kendria and 
Charlotte deploy the 200m hydro-
phone cable off the shipôs stern. 

Visual observers help to 
track whales from the 
pilot house roof. 

BMMROôs inflatable approaches a sperm whale 
to take its photo-ID and collect tissue samples. 

A melon-headed whale takes a good look at the 
photographer, showing its prominent white lips. 



If you would like to receive an e-copy of  
BMMROôs newsletter, please contact us at  

info@bahamaswhales.org to be added to the list. 

Wow! What an amazing start to 
the BMMROôs summer (see cover 
story). The Bahamas does not 
have an exceptionally high abun-
dance of marine mammals, but 
what we do have are very inter-
esting species inhabiting our deep 
waters. Working for BMMRO, I have 
had the fortunate opportunity to spend some quality time 
with these animals and conduct research that will provide 
insight into their biology. But how many other Bahamians 
even realise they exist?  

One morning on our survey in June, just outside of Nas-
sau harbour we encountered a mixed group of hundreds 
of melon-headed whales, rough-toothed and Fraserôs 
dolphins. With headphones on, listening to a cacophony 
of whistles and buzz-like sounds from this excited social-
ising group, it occurred to me how few people in Nassau 
even know that our country hosts these amazing animals.   

Conservation requires knowledge. If you donôt know 
whatôs out there, and how special it is, you will never join 
the cause to protect it. Please help us spread the word: 
The Bahamas are host to a variety of 
whales and dolphins that live here year-
round, and are never very far away from 
you! 

Presidentõs Message First Fin Whale Sighting in The Bahamas! 

STRANDING NETWORK HOTLINE NUMBER: 1 242 544 5409 

In the early morning hours of 
May 14th, while surveying for 
beaked whales, BMMRO sci-
entists saw a massive blow 
which rose about 30 feet in the 
air. As the team approached 
more closely a 65-foot fin 
whale surfaced alongside. The 
animal was extremely close to 
shore, just south of Eagle Bay, 
in southwest Abaco. BMMRO's team followed the lone 
whale as it travelled along the canyon wall until it rounded 
Southwest Point on its way back out to the Atlantic Ocean.  

Fin whales are the se-
cond largest species of 
whale. They are baleen 
whales, which means 
they completely lack 
teeth. Instead they use 
their baleen to filter 
small schooling fish and 
zooplankton. Fin whales 
can reach 27  
meters (71 feet) in 

length. Despite their large size, these whales can swim 
very fast, up to speeds of 37 km/h (23 mph)! Fin whales 
are listed as an endangered species and their numbers 
have not yet recovered from whaling. The only other rec-
ord of a fin whale from The Bahamas is a stranding in 
March 2000 in Lower Bogue, Eleuthera. 

Charlotte Dunn 
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Fin whale off Eagle Bay, S Abaco. 

First sighting of a live fin 
whale in The Bahamas. 

Hole in the Wall 

Eagle Bay 

Sandy Pt 

During our ship survey in June, a small satellite tag was  

deployed on an adult female Blainville's beaked whale encoun-

tered off Eagle Bay, southwest Abaco. This tag recorded and 

transmitted high-resolution dive depth data, and transmissions 

were also used to estimate the location of the whale several 

times each day using the Argos satellite system.  

The map (at left) shows the first two weeks of high quality loca-

tions of the whale. The tag continued to transmit data for 47 

days after deployment. Throughout this time, this whale re-

mained off the southern part of Abaco, spending most of the 

time off Hole in the Wall but regularly visiting the deep waters 

off Cross Harbour and Eagle Bay. The canyon wall in these are-

as is extremely steep, and is actually the steepest in the world! 

Beaked whales are known to dive deep to feed on squid and 

deep-water fish and the tagged whale demonstrated just how 

deep they can go. She performed some dives down the wall to 

over 2000m deep to feed, thatôs over a mile down! Incredible!! 

Home Sweet Home! 
Locations from satellite tag show just how resident our beaked whales are ...  

satellite 
tag  


