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BMMRO to receive funding to conduct
new behavioural ecology study

A new research project proposed by BMMRO and col-
laborators from US Fisheries Agencies has been se-
lected for funding. The project will characterize base-
line behavioral ecology of deep-diving odontocetes to
identify and describe significant behavioral responses
to particular threats, including anthropogenic noise.

To meet this ob-
jective, we will fill
key data gaps on
social structure,
reproductive biol-
ogy, residency
patterns, popula-
tion structure, for- |
aging ecology and "
habitat use of six species from the Bahamas. To
achieve this, we will conduct analyses and integration
of existing and new
- I e 2 ° data, including vis-
. ual sightings and
acoustic re-
cordings, photo-
~_ identification pic-
~ tures, tissue sam-
| ples for genetic
and chemical stud-
ies (fatty acid, stable isotope and persistent organic
pollutants), and animal movement data from satellite
tags. Focal species incl
Gervaisd beaked

pilot whales and
melon-headed s
whales. This exciting new
study will begin in March
2011, and is a four year
project. The work is
funded by the Strategic
Environmental Research and Development Program
( SERDP), the US Dept. of Defense
and technology programme, executed in partnership with the
Dept. of Energy and the Environmental Protection Agency.
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Whale Camp asuccess'

During July, BMMRO ran
two whale camps for Baha-
mian youth. These camps
were run in collaboration
with the Young Bahamian
Marine Scientists group led
by Nikita Shiel-Rolle.

The campers took part in
field and lab work, entering
data, and doing some initial analysis of datad including photo-
identification and listening to acoustic recordings for dolphin
whistles and clicks.

During the two camps the children were lucky enough to see
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President 64 4 ’ g BMMRO congratulates winners of

commemorative 20th anniversary
The year 2011 sees BMMRO

commemorate its
sary. As BMMRO
decade as the leading marine
mammal research and conserva-
tion group in the Bahamas, it is
poised to be more effective and

BMMRO held an art competition for Abaco students last
summer and the winnersdé design
print on BMMROO6s Cannversarydr at i ve
shirt. The winners are Austin Long (Every Child Counts),

‘ Aaliyah Roberts (Man O War Primary School), and Natalia

Moxey and Calvinette

productive than ever before. Mclntosh (Sandy Point

BMMRO now has 3 permanent staff, with plans to hire an Environmental Camp).
educator in the near future. BMMRO wishes to thank ¢ | f
and Diane, are undertaking the ultimate in staff develop- all the students for submit-
ment by pursuing our PhD6s ¢ ting so many wonderful

drews in Scotland. BMMRO continues to partner with in- designs as well as the

ternational research organisations, conducting field stud- teache_rs_, and especially

ies together in the Bahamas using cutting edge methods, Ms. Olivia Patterson, for

see story on page 3. their help.

BMMRO recently s e<tenrfidude with s 6 The 20" anniversary T shirts are available for sale at

funding success for a 4-year grant amidst an extremely Javads Coffee Shop and Cyclebds
competitive environment, see story on page 1. bour. All purchases go towards research and conservation
These steps as well as a new extremely involved and of marine mam-

dedicated board are helping to position BMMRO as one of ~ Mals in the Baha-
t he wor | do sacddamicdeseargh omganisations. mas.

BMMRO expands Board of Directors| BMMRO Executive

) ) Director, Diane

to achieve conservation goals Claridge, presents T
shirt competition

winners Natalia

Moxey and Calvi-

BMMRO has expanded its Board of Directors to help carry

out its mission - to promote the conservation of marine nette Mcintosh with
mammals and their habitats through scientific research their prizes. ,
and educational outreach. \4
Recently, a two-day Board Retreat was held in Sandy raise awareness and appreciation of marine mammals in
Point to further develop andhe8MAa% gt hen the organisationds
three-part vision: 3) To remain a small professional NGO, proportional to the
1) To conduct scientific field studies in the Bahamas to needs of the Bahamas.
increase understanding of s preasible2 ) and i0gdaoggays werddiscussedndevelr v a -
tion needs. oped and prioritized, and tasks necessary to achieve
these goals are currently bein

staff.

BMMRO6s President Charlott
Board of Directors is a dedicated, diverse group,
most of whom are Bahamians. The Retreat was
a great success, and we are now well positioned
to expand the effectivenes

2) To disseminate results to influence policy makers and

BMMROG6s Board of Directors (i
sors) and staff from left to right: Leigh Hickmott, Jim
Brickman (Chairman), Prof. lan Boyd, Charlotte Dunn

_ (President), David Rees (Research and Operations

Assistant), Jim Thierault, Diane Claridge (Executive

. == Director), Matthew McCoy, and Beth Cook. Missing

i . from the photo are: Tim Higgs and Pattie Toler.

o send us your marine



