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side g BMMRO Welcomes Education Officer Issue 2

Presidenztlﬁs:ebruaryBMMROweIcomedanew One of BMMROG6s outreach go

Message employee: Miss Kendria Ferguson from make marine mammal presentations to all schools

Nassau., who has been hired as an Edu- throughout Abaco. The aim is to teach students

Live Dolphin cation Officer and Research Assistant. about whales and dolphins and also instill a desire
Stranding in > Kendria is no stranger to to pursue a career in science.

Andros BMMRO. She first began The presentations focus on marine mammal ecol-

1 working as a student intern  ogy and conservation in the Bahamas, as well as
n the summer of 2008 and Kendri ads personal experien
returned to volunteer as a suing a career in marine science and working with
= research assistant in 2009. whales and dolphins in Abaco. To date Kendria
While with  BMMRO she has visited J.A. Pinder Primary School and Chero-
was involved in the Sandy kee Primary School, and both schools have asked

BMMRO
Scientists 2
Pursuing PhDs

EZ:ZEEZE 2 Point environmental camp and helped to  her to return as soon as she can.
Conference run our Abaco Whale Camps. Welcome to our team, Kendria!
In December Kendria graduated from 1 -~
Winter Whale 3 Barry University in Miami with a degree in T | Kendria talk g
Sightings Biology, specialising in Marine Biology. ; ef”J lag"_ gtost_u ents
While at Barry she was an active member g A. Finder Frimary
. chool in Sandy Point
Funding for of the s_tudent community {:m_d founded the | about her experiences
Whale Stress | 4 Bahamian Student Association. Ke nd r i§ working with whales and
Studies education and research experiences dolphins in the Abaco.

made her a perfect educator for BMMRO.

A Bahamian study has re-
cently been placed under
the international spotlight.
In the recent publication,

said Professor lan Boyd, chief scientist on the project and
BMMRO Board Member and Scientific Advisor.

The study, which took place at th
fBeaked Whales Respond range, Atlantic Undersea Test and Evaluation Center (AUTEC),

to Simulated and Actual off Andros Island examined the behavioural responses of Blain-
Navy S ublshed by ' vill eds be aMesmmodow Hemdirastsis) Wwhen exposed

the online journal Public Library of Science (PLoS ONE), o mid-frequency sonar, simulated sonar, pseudo-random noise
BMMRO scientists and colleagues suggest that current  (white noise) and killer whale calls.

regulations to protect beaked whales from man-made gy examining the echolocation clicks of foraging beaked whales
sounds underwater may not be effective. and using satellite tags scientists were able to track the move-
Sonar testing has been linked to the stranding of 14 ments of beaked whales confirming that during sonar testing,
beaked whales that occurred in the Bahamas in March, this species stopped producing clicking sounds and moved away
2000 but this is the first study that shows just how sensi-  from the sound source. The animals later returned to the area
tive beaked whales are to sounds. "It was clear that these ~ When the exercises ended.

whales moved quickly out of the way of the [navy] sonars. g regyits indicate there was disruption of foraging behaviour
We now think that, in some unusual circumstances, they  gnq avoidance by beaked whales at sound exposure levels well

are just unable to get out of the way and this ends up with  he|yy those currently used by US regulators to define distur-
the animals stranding and dying," bance.

Download article here: LRSI Beaked whale sonar publication
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http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0017009
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Presi dent

In February 2011 BMMRO wel-
comed an additional staff mem-
ber, Kendria Ferguson, to con-
centrate on the important job of
education (cover story).

In addition to this, BMMRO had a great start to 2011 with
a publication in a top-ranked journal on the effects of so-
nar on beaked whales, and presentations given by
BMMRO resident scientists at a European Cetacean Soci-
ety conference, thus achiev
disseminate results.

Finally, BMMRO is excited to see the on-going success of
the Bahamas Marine Mammal Stranding Network that was
setup in 2007, helping us to increase awareness of marine
mammals and their habitats throughout the Bahamas.

With new projects startina, we look forward to an exciting
summer on the water! .-

If you would like to receiveane -copy of BM
newsletter, please contact us at

info@bahamaswhales.org to be added to the list.

BMMRO Staff OH

During January and February
lotte Dunn and Diane Claridge, continued their PhD stud-
ies based at the University of St Andrews in Scotland.
While there, they attended a statistical modelling work-
shop and worked on development of the analysis skills.

Charl otteods thesi s topic i
whal es o, and wil |l hel p-mads
noise affects their ability to communicate. She is pursuing
her PhD on a part-time basis under the supervision of
Prof. lan Boyd and Dr. Luke Rendell (U St Andrews).

Dianeds thesis topic i s i R
Whal es o, investigating bea
northern Bahamas, including

range, to contribute to the conservation of these species
in the Bahamas. Di anebs P
Hammond (U St Andrews) and Dr. John Durban

(Southwest Fisheries Science Center) and she expects to
submit by May 2012.

M BRNOMR®  would
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3y Bahamas Marine Mammal Stranding

Network Saves Andros Dolphin

On February 25th, the Bahamas Marine Mammal Stranding
Network received reports of an adult female dolphin that live
stranded and suffered sunburn along its dorsal surface, in
Turner Sound, West Andros.
named, was rescued and pushed back out to sea numerous
times but continued to return to the shallows.

Today, Ms. Turner is under the care of Atlantis Dolphin Cay
veterinarian team in Nassau. She was treated for severe de-
hydration but is now reported to be eating and swimming on ,
her own. She suffers from scoliosis, or curvature of the spine,
and is receiving physical therapy to coach her back to good
health.

Atlantis Team performing §
physical therapy on Ms.
Turner at the Dolphin Cay |
facilities (photo courtesy of

Dr. Manire).

like to .
thank Mr. Charles Bethell
for his hard work and com-
mitment in insuring the safety of Ms. Turner and the staff of
Altantis Dolphin Cay who is continuing to monitor Ms.

iTurner 6s heal t h, especially
Manire and Mr. Jim Horton.
, BMMROG6s | ead staff Char -

BMMRO Scientists Present Findings
at European Whale Conference

TG ﬁ‘MMBCﬁ SCigngstsy -
5th Annual Confer-
ence of the European Cetacean
Society in Cadiz, Spain from
March 21st -23th. Presenta-
| tions made included: ‘e d
Beake
 Spafatint o bundange ende
Lye¥eraugechB
whales™at a navy range and a
controf itg in Bie Bapamasgdy, ;
this work shows that a similar
number of whales are found at
the AUTEC range and off
southwest Abaco on an annual basis, but that there is a
slightly higher rate of turnover of whales at AUTEC
(turnover means whales leaving and new whales arriving)
which may be related to the frequent use of sonar.

ridge presents
work on beaked whales in
the Bahamas.

Photographic resightings show philopatry in a male Blain-
vill ebds b ed khis dvorkwitackd & male beaked
whale off south Abaco from the time of birth to maturity
and shows that males may remain in the area in which
they were born throughout their lifetime.

STRANDING NETWORK HOTLINE NUMBER: 1 242 544 5409

i Ms .

nyv


http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/
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Highlights of Winter Whale Sightings in Abaco

While surveying the deep offshore waters off Rocky Point,  Another exciting encounter occurred in February when

sout hwest Abaco in |l ate JanamagyouBMMROOE Riisssddsngdorle-hir
searcher Leigh Hickmott (and Board Member) and staff f ound of f sout hwest Abaco.
member David Rees encountered a single common minke Abaco in the win-
whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata). ter/early spring and, in
fact, t wo Ri ssobds had
been reported in late

January off Tilloo Cut,

on the Atlantic side of

Abaco which may have

been part of the same

Ri ssob6s dol phins off

Minke whales are
smallest of the ror-
qual or Dbaleen
whales that are
known to frequent
Bahamian waters.
Baleen whales com- group.
pletely lack teeth so

to feed they engulf huge mouthfuls of small fish and plankton Test your Whale knowledge
which they filter out of the sea water with their baleen. As
adults, they reach just over 30 feet (10 metres) in length. What is a whale doing when it puts its head under water,

holds its tail above water and slaps the surface, often

Although abundant in the North Atlantic, minke whales are repeatedly?

rare winter visitors to the Bahamas. Since our efforts began
in 1991, BMMRO has only had three other encounters with
minke whales, all of which occurred in the month of Febru- )
ary. The encounters have all been with single animals except B) Spyhpppmg
for one mother and calf pair. Stranded minke whales have C) Logging
also been recorded in the Bahamas, including two whales D) Lobtailing : :
that live stranded in north Eleuthera in March 2000 during a Turn to page 4 for the answer!
navy sonar exercise that caused a stranding of 14 beaked
whales as well. Fortunately both minkes were rescued by
local Spanish Wells residents.

2011 Winter Sightings Update

There have been forty-four sightings of whales and dolphins around
Abaco Island since January. The sighting locations are shown in the
map on the right. The species diversity is often higher in winter be-
cause some migratory species only occur during this time of year.
This winter 8 different species have been recorded! These include the
following:

A) Breaching

Sightings around Abaco Island since January

Bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) 8 coastal & oceanic forms ABACO
Atlantic spotted dolphin (Stenella frontalis)

Ri s s 06 s Gdampup drisens) (

Dwarf sperm whale (Kogia sima)

Pygmy sperm whale (Kogia breviceps)

Sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus)

Bl ai nvil | ed sMdsopladoreddnsirmesiria)l e (
Minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata)

Many of these records have been from sightings reported to BMMRO
from the public. These data are vital to understanding the distribution
and abundance of these species and is greatly appreciated.

THANK YOuU !
Three exciting ways to report sightings:
1. Complete our sighting report form to www.bahamaswhales.org/sightings ( ¢l i ck on AReport |Si gh

2. Email the sighting information directly to us at info@bahamaswhales.org.
3. Post on our Facebook page.

Dondét forget to send us your mar


http://www.bahamaswhales.org/sightings
mailto:info@bahamaswhales.org

